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BLAINE AIKIN NAMED TO FINANCIAL PLANNING ASSOCIATION’S “BEST PRACTICES” TASK FORCE 

Panel to Offer Guidance on New CFP® Standards of Conduct 

SEWICKLEY – August 12, 2008 – Blaine Aikin, AIFA®, CFA, CFP®, president/CEO of fiduciary360 (fi360), has been named to the national Best Practices Task Force created by the Financial Planning Association® (FPA®). The goal of the panel will be to identify the best practices for the financial planning profession under the new Certified Financial Planner® (CFP®) fiduciary standard.  

“Given the uncertainties in the broader financial services industry over liability as fiduciaries, we believe a set of best practices will serve both consumers and professionals by establishing clear markers for defining appropriate conduct,” said Mark Johannessen, FPA president. “As the largest association representing the financial planning profession, we frankly can’t see any other organization better suited to give this type of vital guidance.” 

In addition to Aikin, the new FPA task force is comprised of FPA members who cover the entire range of the profession, from large financial planning firms to independent fee-only planners to broker-dealers and compliance professionals. The volunteers also include representatives from various FPA leadership committees and Board of Directors, as well as representatives of the CFP® Board of Standards.  

On July 1, the Board of Certified Financial Planners’ revised standards of professional conduct went into effect, although the CFP® board says it will not begin enforcement of the standards until January 1, 2009.  

“Given that the very nature of our business at fi360 is to create a culture of fiduciary responsibility, I’m pleased to have the chance to work with others who feel as strongly about the importance of these new regulations,” said Aikin. “I’m glad to see the FPA take the initiative to drive higher standards for financial planners. These new standards and their enforcement make the CFP® accreditation that much more valuable to those that hold it, and they send a strong message to the investing public, who needs to be reassured that their best interests come first and foremost with    CFP® advisors.”  

Aikin, 54, received his Master of Public Management and Policy degree from the Heinz School of Carnegie-Mellon University and his undergraduate degree in Political Science from Allegheny College. He is an Accredited Investment Fiduciary Analyst, a Certified Financial Analyst and a Certified Financial Planner. He resides in Upper St. Clair with his wife and family.
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About fi360

Fi360 promotes a culture of fiduciary responsibility and improves the decision making processes of investment fiduciaries – individuals who manage money for others. It delivers training, tools and resources through the Center for Fiduciary Studies and Fiduciary Analytics, which license the Prudent Practices for Investment Fiduciaries from the Foundation for Fiduciary Studies. Through the Center, fi360 provides investment education and training programs and awards the Accredited Investment Fiduciary® (AIF®) and Accredited Investment Fiduciary Analyst™ (AIFA®) professional designations. Its Fiduciary Analytics division develops sophisticated Web-based tools and reporting, including the innovative Fiduciary Score™ and the Fund Family Fiduciary Rankings™ for trustees and investment professionals. For more information, visit www.fi360.com. 

About the Financial Planning Association

The Financial Planning Association is the leadership and advocacy organization connecting those who provide, support and benefit from professional financial planning. FPA demonstrates and supports a professional commitment to education and a client-centered financial planning process. Based in Denver, Colo., FPA has over 100 chapters throughout the country representing more than 28,000 members involved in all facets of providing financial planning services. Working in alliance with academic leaders, legislative and regulatory bodies, financial services firms and consumer interest organizations, FPA is the community that fosters the value of financial planning and advances the financial planning profession.  For more information about FPA, visit www.fpanet.org or call 800.322.4237.
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