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FIDUCIARY BENCHMARKS AND FIDUCIARY360 ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP
March 17, 2009 (Portland, OR and Pittsburgh, PA) – Fiduciary Benchmarks, Inc. (FBi), the retirement industry’s premier benchmarking organization, and Fiduciary360 (fi360), the global leader in fiduciary insights, today announced formation of a new partnership. The collaboration will offer fi360’s AIF®/AIFA® designees and analytical and reporting software subscribers discounts to all of FBi’s annual plan fee, service and success measure benchmarking via FBi’s comprehensive benchmarking reports.

“FBi is breaking new ground and providing a service that offers the opportunity for greater transparency and valuable, practical information that hasn’t been readily available,” says Blaine Aikin, chief executive officer of fi360. “Access to this information complements our members’ ability to deliver a fiduciary standard of care.” 

FBi is establishing the retirement industry’s largest database of non-proprietary plan data that is aggregated and analyzed to provide Financial Advisors, Consultants, Recordkeepers and the plan’s they serve with fee, service, and success measure benchmarking information, including:

· Complete fee transparency

· Fee comparison against a benchmark universe of plans

· Service comparison against a benchmark universe of plans 

· Success measure comparison against a benchmark universe of plans

· Plan complexity and outsourcing benchmarking

· Best practices and fiduciary oversight benchmarking

· Satisfaction survey benchmarking

“Fi360 has aggregated the premier group of fiduciary-focused intermediaries so there were obvious synergies between our organizations,” says Tom Kmak, CEO of FBi. “As they enter plan data for benchmarking, the robustness of our database benefits from their contributions.”

The retirement plan industry has more than doubled in the past 10 years, growing to 780,000 defined contribution plans with more than $2 trillion in assets. The industry’s rapid growth, which is projected to reach $15 trillion in assets by 2015, and the complexity of investment fee structures for defined contribution plans, has led to increased legislative and regulatory activity and a 250% rise in fiduciary insurance premiums since 2000. 

“Fi360’s designees and subscribers are already following best practices for investment fiduciaries and now can add complete fee, service and success measure benchmarking to their practices,” says Craig Rosenthal, FBi senior vice president, advisor sales & service.

In addition to partnering to offer benchmark reports to fi360 designees and tools subscribers, FBi CEO Tom Kmak will be speaking at the 2009 fi360 National Conference and the companies are reviewing additional potential collaborations including new product development, research and benchmarking training.

###

About Fiduciary Benchmarks
Fiduciary Benchmarks, Inc. (FBi) is the industry’s leading provider of comprehensive qualitative and quantitative benchmarking for defined contribution plans. Founding partners include Tom Kmak, former CEO of JPMorgan Retirement Plan Services, Ron Eisen, President of Investment Management Consultants, and Olena Berg Lacy, former Assistant Secretary of Labor and currently Director and Senior Advisor for Financial Engines. For more information about FBi, please visit www.fiduciarybenchmarks.com.

About fi360  
Fi360 offers a full circle approach to investment fiduciary education, practice management, and support that has established them as the go-to source of investment fiduciary insights. With substantiated Practices as the foundation, Fi360 offers world-class Training, Tools and Resources that are essential for fiduciaries and those who provide services to fiduciaries to effectively and successfully manage their roles and responsibilities. Fi360 is committed to assisting those who rely on their fiduciary education programs, professional AIF and AIFA designations, Web-based analytical and reporting software, and resources achieve success. For more information about fi360, please visit www.fi360.com. 
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