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FINANCIAL PROFESSIONALS FROM ACROSS THE U.S. ATTEND 
FI360 NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILTY
Attendance at Annual Conference Grows Nearly 15%; 

Underscores Increasing Demand for Fiduciary Knowledge
PITTSBURGH – May 15, 2008 – The topic of fiduciary responsibility and regulation in its many forms – and its impact on financial advisors, plan sponsors and stewards, broker/dealers, corporate and charitable board members and the investing public, was discussed by hundreds of financial and legal professionals from across the country who recently converged on Charlotte, N.C. The fourth annual national conference of Pittsburgh-based Fiduciary360 (fi360) – “Putting Process into Practice,” was held May 7 – 9, and presented many issues related to fiduciary responsibility to help financial professionals better understand and implement the many regulations and requirements – current and pending – related to that responsibility. 
“The Conference is an opportunity for those managing money for others to fully learn about the latest fiduciary regulations, understand how to apply them in practice, and how to use available training and tools to mitigate risk,” said Blaine Aikin, president and CEO of Fiduciary360® and host of the conference. “The recent turmoil in the financial markets and the investing public’s increasing awareness of the requirement for fiduciaries to put investors’ best interests first, is driving an increased interest in the entire area of fiduciary responsibility. We’re even seeing increased interest from the wirehouses, which says to me the subject is really gaining traction across the board.”
The 30 unique presentations at the Conference led by 35 industry-leading experts included: 
· Fred Reish, Esq., Reish Luftman Reicher & Cohen, discussing the legal aspects of pending 408(b)(2) regulations, which will require plan sponsors and their advisors to clearly explain all the fees paid by plan participants
· Robb Smith, AIFA®, speaking on major changes for 403(b) retirement plans in the non-profit sector, and the higher level of fiduciary responsibility school districts and other non-profits will have under the regulations 
· Darrin Farrow, AIF®, addressing the subject of behavioral finance and how emotion plays into investing decisions, even by the most savvy investors
· Lou Harvey, founder/president of Dalbar, spoke of a 401K world in transition, and how qualified default investment alternatives (QDIAs) can protect plan sponsors, encourage enrollment and help plan participants who don’t want to actively select their investments, save for retirement
· Merrill Hirsh, Esq., Ross, Dixon & Bell, LLP and Duane Thompson, managing director of the Financial Planning Association discussed the FPA’s successful overturning of the SEC’s Broker/Dealer rule, which exempted fee-based broker/dealers from registering as advisors, and what impact that is having and will have going forward
· Dr. Richard Michaud, president and chief investment officer, New Frontier Advisors, spoke about NFA’s highly regarded Resampled Efficiency™ and how it creates better asset allocations than previous models

Other discussions focused on the latest news regarding 404c concepts and compliance, fees and expenses, socially responsible investing, safe harbors and more.
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Additional announcements and presentations made by fi360 at the Conference included:  
· A just re-launched fi360 web site which is easier to navigate and more intuitive in the way information is presented

· A new fi360 blog to facilitate the dialogue between fi360, its designees and software tools users and other experts in the field with an interest in fiduciary responsibility
· An annual articles competition, which is an opportunity for fi360’s Accredited Investment Fiduciary® (AIF®) and Accredited Investment Fiduciary Analyst™ (AIFA®) designees to showcase their position as thought leaders on fiduciary issues in the investment industry. Articles will focus on helping fiduciaries better understand and perform their roles. The best articles will compete for a $1,000 prize and be posted on fi360’s Web site, and fi360 will work with the author/s to secure placement of the best article/s in relevant trade media
· Multiple demonstrations of fi360’s just launched Platinum Toolkit, which is the next-generation version of fi360’s Web-based, analytical and reporting software for investment professionals. The highly regarded software, which includes Resampled Efficiency™ from New Frontier Advisors, provides users with the greatest measure of flexibility yet, arming advisors with the tools they need to adhere to the global fiduciary standards of excellence published in Fi360’s fiduciary handbook series
About fi360

Fi360 promotes a culture of fiduciary responsibility and improves the decision making processes of investment fiduciaries—individuals who manage money for others—through Training, Tools and Resources based on the defined Practices for investment fiduciaries. Fi360 provides investment education and training programs and awards the Accredited Investment Fiduciary® (AIF®) and Accredited Investment Fiduciary Analyst™ (AIFA®) professional designations. It develops sophisticated Web-based toolkits and reporting, including the innovative Fiduciary Score™ and the Fund Family Fiduciary Rankings™ for trustees and investment professionals and provides information for the collective knowledge and ongoing support for the investment community through resources such as a blog, an articles database and its national conference.  For more information, visit www.fi360.com. 
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